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eleven per cent. Their ostensible reason was that the bur-
dexv of the increase would largely fall on themselves, be-
cause they had the largest share of the trade with Turkey.
But the practical result was that it made it more difficult
for the Turkish Government to finance the kilometric and
income guarantees which the Bagdad Railway agreement
called for, and which seemed necessary for its construction,
In spite of this policy of opposition and non-participa-
tion on the part of the three Entente Powers, the Germans
managed to push rapidly the building of the first 200-kilo-
meter section from Konia to Eregli. Within something
over a year, on the Sultan's birthday, October 25,1904, they
were able to open this first section to traffic with pompous
ceremonies and justifiable self-congratulation. But here
construction came to a sudden stop, and the rail ends were
left sticking out into space. The next 200-kilometer section,
reaching toward the Taurus Mountains, involved innum-
erable engineering difficulties and a far greater expendi-
ture per kilometer of construction. The Turkish Govern-
ment could not arrange the financing of additional bonds to
meet the guarantees for this section without an increase in
her customs revenues. Yet it was impossible for Turkey to
raise her tariff, as she desired to do, because by existing
treaties she could not do so without the consent of the Great
Powers; and Russia, France, and England for a long time
refused to give their consent.6 By their refusal they prac-
tically blocked the further construction for the next few
years.
In the course of 1905 and the following year Germany
attempted some negotiations in a renewed effort to secure
6GJP., XXII, 329-400; Earle, p. 95 f. They finally gave their con-
sent ia September, 1906, to become effective in July, 1907, but attached
numerous conditions which made it difficult to divert any of the in-
creased revenue to the payment of railway guarantees. One condition
was that three-fourths of the increased revenue must go to Macedonian
reform.